
T he Town has created a new board “Youngtown 
Neighborhood Watch Committee”

On the Board we have Mayor LeVault, 
Councilmember Karen Haney Duncan, Councilmember 
Jim Starke, Councilmember Mike Francis, Town 
Manager Jeanne Blackman, Youngtown residents Ann 
Nelson and Jodi Kaczynski.
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BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CHILDCARE 
Daily program for students to attend once the school day ends. A safe 
space where essential health and safety guidelines are rigorously 
practiced for children to participate in activities, make friends and create 
memories. 

 
Includes SNACK 
 

GRADES: K– 6th 

  

HOURS: 6:30AM –  6:00 PM 
   
  
 

NORTHWEST VALLEY FAMILY YMCA IN 
PARTNERSHIP WITH DISCOVER U ELEMENTARY IS 
PROVIDING A SAFE, LEARNING ENVIROMENT FOR 
DISCOVER U STUDENTS ON SITE.  

PLEASE REACH OUT TO US FOR MORE 
INFORMATION. 

NORTHWEST VALLEY FAMILY YMCA · 12450 W Cinnabar Ave, El Mirage, AZ 85335 · 602-688·5335  

NORTHWEST VALLEY FAMILY YMCA  FOR DISCOVER U ELEMENTARY 

See more information on page 8
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Michael LaVault
Mayor

From the Mayor…

Youngtown, 
Well Located; Well-Run

Michael Francis
Councilmember

The mission of 
g o v e r n m e n t 
should be 

the enhancement of 
quality of life through 
the adoption of well 
thought out, cogent 
policies designed and 
implemented to facilitate 
a robust economy and 
provide what I call ‘bread 
and butter’ services like 
public safety, streets, 
parks and libraries. 

Youngtown is debt free 
with a healthy rainy-day 
fund and has managed 
to create a structural 
surplus in its budget 
for the foreseeable 
future. Youngtown’s 
infrastructure is modern 
and well maintained 
and it is one of the 
safest communities in 

the valley—secured and 
protected by the Maricopa 
County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
(MCSO), Sun City Fire 
and Medical Department 
(SCFMD), Affi nium 
Security and an active, 
robust Neighborhood 
Watch program. Most 
importantly, all this 
has been accomplished 
without increasing the 
tax burden on the Town’s 
residents. In Youngtown, 
at every level of 
governance, Council and 
staff routinely inject a 
healthy dose of common 
sense into the process of 
adopting and discharging 
policy.  

When I fi rst took offi ce 
as your mayor, some years 
ago, I quickly realized 
that my most important 

function, as mayor, was 
to build and maintain a 
solid working consensus 
on the Town Council. 
While the Council’s 
votes are not always 
unanimous, all seven 
of us are on the same 
general path toward 
building the best future 
for Youngtown; we work 
hard to avoid getting 
‘lost in the weeds’. We 
have been blessed, these 
past several years, with a 
Council and staff working 
together to consistently 
function at a very high 
level. This has allowed us 
to be highly productive 
and innovative in the 
accomplishment of our 
mission to enhance 
quality of life. You 
don’t have to look far, 

beyond the borders of 
Youngtown, to appreciate 
how rare this is.

Y o u n g t o w n 
consistently ‘punches 
above its weight class’ 
through its leadership 
involvement in regional 
organizations like the 
Maricopa Association 
of Governments 
(MAG), Greater Phoenix 
Economic Council (GPEC), 
WESTMARC, Leadership 
West and the Community 
Development Advisory 
Committee (CDAC). 

This regional 
involvement is critical 
to the future of the Town 
and the West Valley. 
Youngtown is very well 
located to take advantage 
of the wave of economic 
development coming 

our way. We sit halfway 
between Loop 101 and 
the 303; rejuvenated 
Grand Avenue borders 
us on the north and 
Olive Avenue traverses 
us on the south. Our 
residents can be virtually 
anywhere in the Valley in 
45 minutes or less.

Our location, in the 
North-West Valley, allows 
us to enjoy the bucolic-
like lifestyle of living in 
a well-run small town 
while having easy access 
to all the amenities of 
a world-class city. Let’s 
make sure that our 
Mayor, Council and staff 
continue to cooperate 
and collaborate in order 
to assure the best possible 
future for Youngtown 
and its residents.
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From the Mayor…
On the Cusp of a New Year!

Michael Francis
Councilmember

As we close out 
this year, I 
want to wish 

everyone a very Merry 
Christmas and a happy 
and prosperous New 
Year!

I urge you to take time 

to count blessings and 
thank God for them. 
Reach out to neighbors 
and friends who are 
less fortunate than you. 
Bring good cheer into 
the lives of those around 
you who may be feeling 

despondent; brighten 
their day.

 Let this be a time for 
families, for refl ection 
and for renewal. As we 
close out 2022, look 
forward to 2023 with 
hope, anticipation and 

optimism; we stand on 
the cusp of a bright new 
year fi lled with promise 
and unlimited potential.

May you and your 
families be safe and 
secure and may your 
futures be blessedly 

prosperous and fi lled 
with satisfaction, peace 
and tranquility. 

 So, as we wind down 
2022, I say: “Merry 
Christmas to all and to 
all a good night!”

 

        A YOUNGTOWN 
     WINTER MIRACLE 
                                      SATURDAY 
                        December 10, 2022 
                      5:00 P.M. TO 8:00 P.M. 
                            GREER PARK 
                112th and Alabama Avenues 

 

   The Holidays are just around the corner,  
       and we would like for you to come and  

       celebrate this wonderful season! 

Tree Lighting Ceremony at 5:45 p.m. 
Santa Claus arriving on a Fire Truck at 6:00 p.m.! 
Holiday Music 

   Vendors available for you to purchase  
   food and treats. 
   Special appearance by Anna, Elsa and  
   the Grinch. 

Free rides for children on the Alpine slide   
         and trackless train. 

Photo booth with props! 
                  And a whole lot of fun! 

 

 

2   December 2022   •   Youngtown Village Reporter   •   youngtownaz.org

Charles Vickers
Vice Mayor

Margaret Chittenden
Councilmember

Karen Haney Duncan
Councilmember

Susan Hout
Councilmember

June Miller
Councilmember

TOWN OF YOUNGTOWN
12030 North Clubhouse Square, Youngtown, AZ 85363

Mayor and Council: 623-933-8286 • Town Administration: 623-933-8286 
Building Inspector: 623-933-8286 • Library: 623-974-3401 • Municipal Court: 623-972-8226 

Maricopa County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce Non-emergency: 602-876-1011 • Emergency: 9-1-1 
Town Administrative Offi  ce hours Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. • www.youngtownaz.org

Michael LaVault
Mayor

From the Mayor…
On the Cusp of a New Year!

Michael Francis
Councilmember

As we close out 
this year, I 
want to wish 

everyone a very Merry 
Christmas and a happy 
and prosperous New 
Year!

I urge you to take time 

to count blessings and 
thank God for them. 
Reach out to neighbors 
and friends who are 
less fortunate than you. 
Bring good cheer into 
the lives of those around 
you who may be feeling 

despondent; brighten 
their day.

 Let this be a time for 
families, for refl ection 
and for renewal. As we 
close out 2022, look 
forward to 2023 with 
hope, anticipation and 

optimism; we stand on 
the cusp of a bright new 
year fi lled with promise 
and unlimited potential.

May you and your 
families be safe and 
secure and may your 
futures be blessedly 

prosperous and fi lled 
with satisfaction, peace 
and tranquility. 

 So, as we wind down 
2022, I say: “Merry 
Christmas to all and to 
all a good night!”

 

        A YOUNGTOWN 
     WINTER MIRACLE 
                                      SATURDAY 
                        December 10, 2022 
                      5:00 P.M. TO 8:00 P.M. 
                            GREER PARK 
                112th and Alabama Avenues 

 

   The Holidays are just around the corner,  
       and we would like for you to come and  

       celebrate this wonderful season! 

Tree Lighting Ceremony at 5:45 p.m. 
Santa Claus arriving on a Fire Truck at 6:00 p.m.! 
Holiday Music 

   Vendors available for you to purchase  
   food and treats. 
   Special appearance by Anna, Elsa and  
   the Grinch. 

Free rides for children on the Alpine slide   
         and trackless train. 

Photo booth with props! 
                  And a whole lot of fun! 

 

 

Jim Starke
Councilmember

Photo 
unavaialble 

at press time



youngtownaz.org   •   Youngtown Village Reporter   •   February 2023   3

Candle Saftey

By: Jim Fox
Fire Marshal 

Sun City Fire District
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Keeping the Holiday Season Safe

It’s beginning to look 
a lot like Christmas 
within the Sun City 

Fire District!  As I see 
families drive by with 
untrimmed Christmas 
trees strapped to their 
car roofs, I am fi lled 
with holiday cheer, but 
as a member of the fi re 
service, I also worry.   

‘Tis the season to 
be jolly, as the holiday 
standard goes. In many 
homes, this means a log 
on the fi re, a trimmed tree 
or a menorah glowing 
brightly. All these signs 
of the season bring 
feelings of comfort and 
joy to families. But what 
you may not realize is 
that they also bring an 
increased risk of fi re in 
the home.

A decorated tree in the 
home is a beautiful sight, 
but it is also a very real 
holiday hazard. Although 
Christmas tree fi res are not 
common, when they do 
occur, they have a higher 
chance to be deadly. The 
facts are these: U.S. fi re 
departments respond to 
210 home structure fi res 
caused by Christmas trees 
each year. Three of every 
ten home Christmas 
tree fi res are caused by 
electrical problems, and 
one of every four is the 
result of a heat source too 
close to the tree.

The winter months 
are the peak times for 
home heating, candles, 
decorations, and 
Christmas tree fi res, 
according to the National 
Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA). Statistics show 

that two of every fi ve 
home decoration fi res 
are started by candles. 
Fireplaces or chimneys 
are involved in almost 
two out of fi ve home 
heating fi res. Portable or 
fi xed space heaters are 
involved in four out of fi ve 
home heating fi re deaths.  

Sun City Fire & Medical 
Department’s holiday 

wish is for all of our 
residents to have a merry, 
bright, and SAFE holiday 
season. By recognizing 
holiday fi re hazards 
and using a little extra 
caution, you can help 
keep your home full of 
comfort and joy. 

When decking the halls, 
choosing a tree with fresh, 
green needles that don’t 

fall off when touched 
and keeping it hydrated 
are important fi rst steps.  
With some awareness and 
caution, you can make 
sure your tree is a source 
of joy this Christmas.  
Also, choose decorations 
that are fl ame resistant or 
fl ame retardant and keep 
them away from candles 
or any other heat source. 

Not all holiday lights are 
made equal so be sure you 
know whether yours are 
for indoor or outdoor use 
and be sure to replace any 
string of lights with worn 
or broken cords or loose 
bulb connections. Use 
clips, not nails, or staples, 
to hang lights so the cords 
don’t get damaged. 

Lighting candles, 

whether for decorating or
religious rituals, should 
always be done with
caution. Candles should
be in a sturdy holder and
placed on an uncluttered 
surface. Lit candles
should not be placed in 
windows where blinds or 
curtains could catch fi re. 
Never leave a lit candle 
unattended.  Blow out
candles when you leave
the room or go to bed. 

Sun City Fire
encourages you to follow
these maintenance and
decorating tips to prevent 
Christmas tree fi res: 

• Make sure the tree is 
at least three feet away
from any heat source, 
like fi replaces, radiators, 
candles, heat vents or
lights. 

• Make sure the tree is 
not blocking an exit and
be sure to add water to
the tree stand daily. 

• Never use lit candles 
to decorate the tree.

• Use lights that have 
the label of a recognized
testing laboratory. Some
lights are only for indoor 
or outdoor use. 

• Replace any string 
of lights with worn or
broken cords or loose 
bulb connections.
Read manufacturer’s 
instructions for number of
light strands to connect.

• Always turn off 
Christmas tree lights 
before leaving home or 
going to bed.

Lastly, get rid of the tree
after Christmas or when it
is dry. Dried-out trees are 
a fi re danger and should 
not be left inside the
home or garage or placed
outside against the home.

We know that the 
holidays are a hectic
time of year for all of our
residents. Please help 
Sun City Fire & Medical 
Department’s holiday
wish come true and keep 
our community safe from 
fi re this season. 

By: Jim Fox
Fire Marshal 

Sun City Fire District

There’s a special 
beauty and 
tranquility to 

candles, but a lighted 
candle is also an open 
flame, and a potential 
fire hazard if not carefully 
monitored. It’s hard to 
imagine the beauty of 
a candle flame - how it 
dances in its own light 
can be the cause of 
home fires, and home 
fire deaths. Remember, 
because a candle is an 
open flame, it can easily 
ignite anything that can 
burn.

Although these safety 
tips for using candles 
seem obvious, it is a 
good reminder to follow 
them.

• Blow out all candles 
when you leave the 
room or go to bed. Avoid 
the use of candles in the 
bedroom and other areas 
where people may fall 
asleep.

• Keep candles at least 
12 inches away from 
anything that can burn.

• If you do burn 
candles, make sure that 
you…

1. Use candle holders 
that are sturdy, and 
won’t tip over easily.

2. Put candle holders 
on a steady, uncluttered 
surface.

3. Light candles 
carefully. Keep your hair 
and any loose clothing 

away from the flame.
4. Don’t burn a candle 

all the way down — put 
it out before it gets too 
close to the holder or 
container.

5. Never use a candle 
if medical oxygen is used 
in the home.

6. Never use a candle 
as a night light.

7. Be very careful if 
using candles during 
a power outage. 
Flashlights and other 
battery-powered lights 

are safer sources of light 
during a power failure. 
Never use a candle 
during a power outage 
to look for things in a 
closet, or when fueling 
equipment.

Candles, Kids and Pets
Think about using 

flameless candles in your 
home. They look and 
smell like real candles.

Never leave a child or a 
pet alone in a room with 
a burning candle.

Keep matches and 

lighters up high and out 
of children’s reach, in a 
locked cabinet.

FACTS
Roughly one-third of 

home candle fires started 
in the bedroom.

More than half of all 
candle fires start when 
things that can burn are 
too close to the candle.

Nearly 10,000 
residential fires are 
caused each year by 
careless or inappropriate 
use of candles.

WHERE CANDLE FIRES START
Bedroom .....................................35%
Living/Family Room/Den ..........16%
Bathroom ...................................14%
Kitchen .......................................11%

ITEMS FIRST IGNITED
Mattresses or Bedding ..............11%
Curtains/Blinds/Draperies ........9%
Cabinetry ....................................8%
Upholstered Furniture ..............6%
National Fire Protection Association



Happy Valentine’s Day from the Youngtown 
Library!  Love is in the air, and it’s no different at 
the Youngtown Library.  The library has the latest 
romance books from your favorite authors such as 
Danielle Steel and romantic comedy movies like 
Ticket to Paradise starring George Clooney and Julia 
Roberts.  Join us all month for “Blind Date with a 
Book.”  Special selections of books are wrapped in 
Valentine’s paper.  There is no title, no cover to look 
at, no knowing what the book may be about!  A true 
blind date!  You never know what you are going to 
get!  Happy Valentine’s Day and see you at the library.

FEBRUARY IMPORTANT DATES:
February: Blind Date with a Book
February 7: Rather Be Reading Book Club   
   at 10 a.m.
February 8: Special Valentine’s Day Storytime  
   with Miss Mary @ 10:30 a.m.
February 20: President’s Day – Library Closed
February 22: Special Mo Willems’ Don’t Let the  
   Pigeon Drive the Bus Storytime with  
   Miss Mary at 10:30 a.m

UPCOMING EVENTS
STORYTIME WITH MISS MARY:  Join Miss Mary every 
Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. for a lively Storytime 
including songs, rhymes, dancing, and (of course!) 
stories!

RATHER BE READING BOOK CLUB: * NEW DAY* The 
Rather Be Reading Book Club will meet on Tuesday, 
February 7 at 10 a.m.in the library. This month’s 
selection is The Dressmaker’s of Auschwitz: The 
True Story of the Women Who Sewed to Survive by 
Lucy Adlington.  For more information contact Mary 
Vass, Library Manager 623-974-3401

LOCATION
The Youngtown Library and the Youngtown 
Historical Museum are located in Town Square, 
between Alabama and Youngtown Avenues, just 
west of 112th Avenue.  For additional information 
about the Library or the history of Youngtown, call 
(623) 974-3401 and speak with Mary Vass, Library/
Museum Manager.

LIBRARY HOURS
Monday – Thursday: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
Friday – Sunday: Closed
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Youngtown Public Library

February 2023

Clubs and Organizations

The Youngtown Public Library 
offers many services, including:
• FREE Book and DVD checkout 
  (with a Youngtown Library card)
• FREE WI-FI  
• FREE use of 6 Public Computers 
• FREE Tax and Legal Forms
• FREE faxes (with a Youngtown Library card) –    
  10-page limit
• Printing/Copies $ .15 each

AARP Board
MEET: 3rd Tuesday of the month 4:30 p.m.
Jay Lickus – 623-734-5438

AARP CHAPTER 1
MEET: 1st Friday of the month 5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Jay Lickus – 623-734-5438

CRAFT CORNER
MEET: Every Monday 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Betty Trollen – 623-974-9130 

AGUA FRIA RANCH HOA
MEET: 2nd Wednesday of the month 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
OFF: August
Ogden & Company/Jackie Monty 623-628-4708

GIRL SCOUT TROOP 997
MEET: 2nd and 4th Thursdays at the Clubhouse and off site 
other Thursdays
azgstroop997@gmail.com

All clubs meet in the Clubhouse unless 
otherwise noted.

YOUNGTOWN CITIZENS’ DOG PARK
MEET: 3rd Saturday of the month 10:30 a.m. to noon
OFF: June, July and August 
Margaret Chittenden – 480-861-1576

YOUNGTOWN ART COMMISSION
MEET: 4th Wednesday of the month 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
OFF: June, July and August • Val Wilson – 623-810-3137

YOUNGTOWN COMMUNITY FUND
MEET: 3rd Thursday of the month 
5:30 p.m.
Madelon Jeffreys – 623-977-4661

Craft Corner News
Come join our club!  It’s fun to spend a 

couple of hours with ladies who love to 
craft.  We have a large assortment of skills.  
We do everything from coloring, crochet & 

knitting to just looking through magazines.  
We always have fun & interesting topics of 
conversation.  We meet in the Youngtown 
Clubhouse on Monday evening from 5 p.m.-7 

p.m.  Bring your own craft and enjoy a great 
time.  We’d love to have you join us!  Any 
questions? Call Betty at 623-974-9130 or 
Charlene at 623-363-4608.



The Citizens’ Dog 
Park of Young-
town is off to 

a great start with new 
grass and many resi-
dents from near and far 
enjoying the cool, wet 
winter! Besides the grass 
being very wet with all 
the rain, which we need, 
our furry four-legged 
friends don’t seem to 
mind, except that we 
need additional towels 
to wipe their paws!

On December 3rd, an-
nual pet photos with 
Santa and Pet Blessings, 
was held.  For the first 
time, Plan B had to be 
implemented.  We met 
in the smaller room in 
the Clubhouse.  Some 
folks who wanted to at-
tend, were not aware we 
moved inside, but those 
that did come through 
the parking lot, were 
able to attend.  The fol-
lowing are some of the 
photos from the event.  
Thank you to Santa Jim 
French and Pastor Kath-
leen of First Methodist 
Church of Sun City.

Please come to our 
next meeting on Janu-
ary 21st at 10:30 a.m. 
at Town Hall.  We would 
like more residents to be 
involved with decisions 
on future additions to 
our park.

Let’s all focus on our 
health and that of our 
furry friends, as we head 
into 2023! I have at-
tached a list of foods to 
avoid feeding your pets! 
The weather is good for 
walks and visiting our 
beautiful dog park and 
other parks in surround-
ing communities! Please 
send me some photos of 
your pups playing in the 
snow!

Again, please consider 
attending a meeting as 
all ideas/suggestions are 
welcome! Citizens’ Dog 

Park board members are 
the deciding group for 
additions made to the 
park.  We are current-
ly in need of another 
board member.  If you 
have questions on what 
is involved in joining 
our board, please con-
tact Margaret at 480-
861-1576. The board is 
in need of a secretary to 
take minutes for the re-
cord, so that others will 
know what action has 
been taken to enhance 

the amenities in our 
park!

Donations can be made 
at the following loca-
tions:  Koppy’s on Michi-
gan Avenue, Spoiled Rot-
ten Pet Salon at 11246 
N. 113th Avenue and 
Youngtown Library and 
as always Youngtown 
Town Hall Monday to 
Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m.
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News You Can Use…
Canine Happenings at the Dog Park!

Handful of dogs

Theodore and Dale

Santa Listening to wishes

Pastor Kathryn exchanging 
blessing with Santa

MIstie recieves her blessings

Mena receiving her blessings

Mistie with Santa

Pastor blessing Suzie

Holiday Foods to 

Avoid Feeding Pets

Rich, Fatty Foods
These foods can be hard for your pet to digest. Turkey 
skin, chicken skin, and gravy have a very high-fat 
content. Your pet may experience vomiting or diarrhea. 
Rich, fatty foods in your pet’s diet can result in 
inflaming their pancreas, a vital part of their digestive 
system.

Bones
As bones cook, they lose their moisture and become 
brittle. You may think it natural to feed your dog a 
bone, but all cooked bones should be avoided. Bones 
can splinter and become lodged in your pet’s throat or 
digestive system, causing serious injury..

Onions and Garlic
All members of the onion family or closely related 
contain components that can damage red blood cells 
in cats and dogs. Eating only a small amount can cause 
gastrointestinal irritation.

Chocolate
Chocolate contains caffeine and other components that 
are toxic to dogs and cats. If your dog has ingested 
chocolate, they can vomit or have diarrhea, but they 
may have arrhythmias or seizures which can be serious.

Alcoholic Beverages
Drinks are often left unattended at gatherings. Holiday 
drinks tend to be sweet, and curious pets could end 
up gulping down your eggnog. Also, holidays food can 
often contain alcohol. Make sure not to leave the rum-
soaked fruitcake out.

Raisins/Grapes
Often raisins and grapes aren’t known for being 
poisonous to your animals. They can cause kidney 
failure in dogs. The initial signs of poisoning are 
vomiting and hyperactivity. Make sure to keep all 
desserts, fruitcakes, fruit baskets out of the reach of 
your pet at all times.

Nuts
Some nuts, like peanuts, cashews and hazelnuts are 
good nuts for your pets. (Just make sure cashews are 
cooked or roasted.) Other nuts, like almonds, walnuts, 
macadamia nuts, pecans, pistachios and hickory nuts 
are not good for your pet. There are varying reasons 
from minor upset stomachs to severe reactions.

Milk Products
Dogs and cats aren’t built like us to break down lactose 
and, as a result, ingestion can lead to digestive issues. 
This includes all dairy products. Mostly this will cause 
acute intestinal distress.

Yeasty Doughs
Bread?!? Yes. Your pet’s stomach is the perfect 
environment for bread to rise. So, if your dog 
accidentally eats unbaked dinner rolls, they will expand 
in their stomach and cause excessive bloating. Large 
amounts may even cause rupturing. Also, the unbaked 
dough is fermented, which results in alcohol being 
absorbed, which we already know is not good for them.
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Youngtown Arts 

Commision

The Youngtown Art Commission is currently 
in their planning session for the year 2022-2023.  
We currently have a board position available.  
If you are interested in volunteering on our 
board, please submit your name to the Town of 
Youngtown.  

The Youngtown Art Commission has served the 
community since 2010, bringing artistic venues, 
community events, and education to the town.  
We are fully funded, and would love an energetic 
individual who loves the arts and the community 
to join us.  We hope to hear from you soon.

Wrong Direction Parking
As a motorist in 

Youngtown, it is illegal to 
park your vehicle facing 
the wrong way.  You will 
actually get a ticket if 
you’re reported, or if the 
violation is witnessed by a 
Code Enforcement Officer.

Chapter 10.16, Section 
10.16.070  Stopping, 
standing and parking of 
the Youngtown Municipal 
Code states you must park 
“every vehicle stopped or 

parked upon a roadway 
shall be stopped or 
parked facing in the same 
direction as the traffic 
flow of the nearest travel 
lane”.

By parking on the 
wrong side of any street 
within Youngtown you 
are liable for the fines and 
fees associated with the 
violation.

While it might seem safe 
when the car is parked, 

you will be driving in the 
wrong direction (another 
violation) to park the 

vehicle. So, this in essence, 
creates two potentially 
dangerous situations. 

If you’re parked in the 
wrong direction, you as 
the driver will be directly 
next to the curb. That 
makes it harder to see 
who’s coming – especially 
if you’re squeezed in 
between two vehicles. 
It’s more dangerous when 
pulling away from the 
curb as it would be more 
difficult to see vehicles 
and cyclists coming up 
from behind.

To avoid the fines and 
fees associated with the 
violation, make sure you 
park your vehicle with the 
flow of traffic. 

For more information 
regarding Youngtown’s 
Parking Ordinance, please 
contact Code Enforcement 
and speak with one of our 
Officers at 623.933.8286

Safe Driving!

Home Security Checklist
By Maricopa County 

Sheriff’s Office

We all want the feeling 
of security when we are 
in our homes. Here is a 
checklist of things you 
can do to help ensure your 
home is secure:

Exterior Doors
• All doors are locked at 

night and every time you 
leave the house, even if it 
is just for a few   minutes.

• Doors are solid 
hardwood or metal clad.

• Doors feature wide-
angle peepholes at 
heights everyone can use.

• If there are glass 
panels in or near doors, 
ensure they are reinforced 
in some way so that they 
cannot be shattered.

• The entryways have 
a keyed lock and sturdy 
deadbolt installed into the 
frame of the door.

• Spare keys are kept 
with a trusted neighbor, 
not under the doormat or 
planter or in the mailbox 
or even a nearby ledge.

Garage Doors/Sliding 
Doors

• The door from the 

attached garage is solid 
wood or metal clad and 
protected with a quality 
keyed door lock.

• Garage doors are all 
locked when leaving the 
house.

• The sliding glass door 
has a strong, working key 
lock.

• The sliding door is 
locked every night and 
each time you leave the 
home.

• A dowel or pin is used 

to secure the door from 
being shoved aside or 
lifted off the  track.

Windows
• Every window in the 

home has a working lock 
or is securely pinned.

• Windows are always 
locked; even when they 
are open a few inches for 
ventilation.

Outdoor Security
• Shrubs and bushes 

are trimmed so there is no 
place to hide.

• There are no dark 
areas around the home 
or yard at night to hide 
prowlers.

• Every outside door 
has a bright, working light 
to illuminate visitors.

• Outdoor lights are on 
in the evening, whether 
someone is home or not. 
A motion sensor light also 
works well.

• House numbers 
are clearly displayed so 
emergency personnel can 

find the house quickly.
When Away from 

Home for an Extended 
Time

• The motion detector 
or other alarm system has 
been activated.

• Mail and newspaper 
deliveries have been 
stopped or arrangements  
for a friend or neighbor to   
pick them up daily.

• A neighbor has been 
asked to tend to yard 
duties.

• One or two timers are 
set to turn on the lights 
in a random pattern or 
logical order.

Personal Property
• Gate latches and 

shed doors are locked 
after every use.

• Bicycles are 
secured when not in 
use with a high-quality 
padlock or U bar.

• Firearms are 
stored unloaded and 
secured with trigger locks.

• Grills, lawn 
mowers and other 
valuables are stored in a 
locked garage or shed or 
if unavailable are hidden 
from view and securely 
locked.

• Valuable items 
such as TV’s, computers, 
and stereos are inscribed 
with an ID number and 
recorded for recall if 
needed.

• The home 
inventory is up to date 
including pictures and ID 
numbers. A copy needs 
to be kept somewhere 
outside the home.



President’s Day
The third Monday in 

February is designated 
in the United States as 
Washington’s Birthday, 
more commonly known 
as Presidents’ Day. George 
Washington, known 
as “The Father of Our 
Country”, was the first 
President of the United 
States of America. He 
played a major role in the 
drafting of the Declaration 
of Independence signed 
on July 4, 1776, declaring 
the Colonies to be free 
and independent states. 
He fought valiantly in the 
American Revolution and 
led the Colonists to Freedom 

as the Commander in Chief 
of the Continental Army. He 
was a wise and courageous 
man admired for his 
honesty and strength of 
character. He also spoke of 
his having chopped down 
a cherry tree and admitting 
it to his Father, as he could 
not tell a lie.

Vandalism
“action involving 

deliberate destruction of 
or damage to public or 
private property”. The 
term also includes criminal 
damage such as graffiti 
and defacement directed 
towards any property 
without permission of 
the owner. Graffiti is the 
most common type of 
property vandalism (35%) 
according to the Bureau 
of Justice Statistics. When 
the weather is pleasant, 
as it is now and into 
spring, vandalism tends 
to increase. How can 
Youngtown citizens help to 
stop vandalism? 

 Get to know your 
neighbors. It is important 
that you know the people 

around you and in your 
community. This makes 
it much easier to spot 
someone that doesn’t 
belong and may be there 
to simply cause problems. 
If you live next to one of 
the Town’s parks, please 
be observant for potential 
vandalism. If you observe 
someone damaging 

something in the park, 
place a phone call to the 
MCSO office at 602-876-
1011. The residents are 
the eyes and ears of the 
community. 

Weeds
Alley weed spraying is 

conducted twice a year; 
once in the spring and 
once in the late fall. The 

remainder of the year, weed 
eradication in the alleys, is 
the responsibility of the 
resident whose property is 
adjacent to that section of 
alley. This winter, we were 
blessed with abundant 
rainfall. Along with the 
rain, weeds will become 
abundant. Please remove 
the weeds on your property 

and in the alley adjacent to 
your property, in a timely 
manner. If everyone does 
their part, the appearance 
of your property and the 
Town in general, is greatly 
improved.

Street Resurfacing
Resurfacing of  all 

the streets in the Agua 
Fria section of Town is 
scheduled this spring. 
The exact dates will be 
presented in the next 
article.  A street resurfacing 
program is necessary in 
order to prevent spending 
money on asphalt repairs 
or milling and overlay of 
asphalt. You will receive 
a door hanger with the 
dates that the street in 
front of your home will 
be resurfaced. On the 
door hanger, there will be 
instructions that you need 
to follow, such as where to 
park, how long to stay off 
the fresh slurry seal and a 
phone number to call with 
questions and concerns.
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We hope you are having 
a healthy 2023 so far.  We 
are here to help in your 
mobility needs if you need 
us.  We have walkers, 
wheelchairs, toilet risers, 
bedside commodes, 
crutches, etc.  We loan for 
4 months at no charge.  
Our equipment is sanitized 
when returned so our 

equipment is ready for 
your use.

We operate on cash 
donations and grants.  We 
also accept equipment that 
is in good condition to add 
to our inventory.  You can 
also help by shopping at 
Fry’s and naming us as 
your charity of choice.  We 
receive a check quarterly 
based on purchases.  Your 
gas points are not lost.

We would like to thank 
Surprise Sam’s Club for 
supporting us with a gift 
of $1000!  We appreciate 
their partnership and 
support in our on-going 
efforts. Madelon Jeffreys 
YTCF-PRES, Larry Wise 
YTCF and Lyle Trion Sam’s 
Club Mgr.

Youngtown 

Community Fund

Medical Lending Center

Citizens’ Dog Park
New sod will be installed 

in Citizens’ Dog Park.  For a 
few weeks, the grass will be 
tender. Please keep an eye 
on your dog and prevent 
it from digging holes or 
scratching at the grass. 

Street Light Outages
To report a street light 

outage, please contact 
APS at (602) 371-7171. You 
will need to provide a Pole 
number which is located 
approximately 6 feet high 
on the street side of the 
Pole along with the nearest 
address or cross streets 
of the Pole location. Some 
poles don’t have numbers. 

The address closest to the 
pole will be suffi cient to 
report the outage. You 
may also report the outage 
online by using the link 
provided on the Town 
website.

Street Resurfacing
In early spring of 2023, 

all the streets in the Agua 
Fria Ranch section of Town, 
including Agua Fria Ranch 
Parkway and Peoria Ave., 
will be resurfaced. When 
the dates get closer, more 
information will be made 
available in this article, the 
Town digital sign boards 
and on the Town website.

Household Hazardous 
Waste:  Spring is a good 
time to purge unnecessary 
items in your household. 
This spring, the Town 
will offer household 
hazardous waste pick-
up from your home. This 
service is free of charge to 
residents. The exact dates 
will be communicated 
in upcoming newsletter 
articles.

Contact Phone Numbers: 
Electric: 

APS, 602-371-7171
Water: 

EPCOR Water
623-815-3100
623-876-4020

1-800-383-0834
Natural Gas: 

Southwest Gas
1-877-860-6020  
Trash Disposal: 
Parks and Sons
623-974-4791  

Cable and Internet: 
Cox Communications

623-594-1000  
Phone and Internet: 

Century Link, 623-776-0287 
Youngtown Post Offi ce

623-974-6302
MCSO

602-876-1011 
(Non-Emergency)

Town Hall
623-933-8286

Wishing you and your 
family a wonderful holiday 
season! Thank you for 
supporting the Town of 
Youngtown this past year. 
We hope you have a fruitful 
and blessed 2023!
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As we end another 
year, the staff and board 
members would like to 
thank everyone that 
has assisted in making 
this a great year for the 
Medical Lending Center.  
To all our generous 
clients with their cash 
donations and donated 
medical equipment, to 
our grants received from 

Surprise, Peoria, and the 
Town of Youngtown and 
many more, we thank 

you for your support.  
We wouldn’t be able to 
operate, by loaning at 
no charge, without your 
support.

We look forward to 
another year of serving 
the residents of Surprise, 
Peoria, El Mirage, and 
Youngtown with their 
recovery needs.  Our 
hours are 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 

p.m. Monday-Saturday.  
We carry most mobility 
equipment necessary to 
get you back on your feet 
in a timely manner.

We wish you all a great 
2023!  Stay healthy and 
safe.

11215-A W. NEVADA 
AVE.

YOUNGTOWN,AZ 85363
623-977-4661

Youngtown 
Community Fund
Medical Lending Center
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PROGRAM GUIDE  

FACILITY HOURS OF OPERATION 
Monday– Friday              6:00am– 8:00pm     
Saturday      8:00am-5:00pm                     

CHILD WATCH  AKC                                                            
Ages 3 months to 11 Years                                                                
FREE with a Family Membership                                                             
Up to 2 hours per day, per child, while parent is in facility.  
Monday-Saturday              8:30am-12pm  

 
 

NORTHWEST 
VALLEY    
FAMILY              

 

NORTHWEST VALLEY 
FAMILY YMCA                                                     

12450 W Cinnabar Ave 
El Mirage, AZ 85335 

MEMBERSHIP                         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MONTHLY: Your monthly option lets you pay as you go 

with no long term commitment.  

12 MONTH: Your twelve-month wellness  commitment 

allows for a further reduced on-going monthly rate and no join-
ing fee.  Cancellation prior to end of twelve-month agreement 
will incur a  cancellation fee.  
MILITARY: $35 Adult $78 Family 10% Discount 
CORPORATE RATES:                                              
Contact us to find your discounted rate 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE: Available for memberships 

 MONTHLY                                
$50 Joining Fee 

12 MONTHS                                
No Joining Fee                                          

15% off Programs  

TEEN                           
12-17 $35.00 $19.90 

YOUNG ADULT    
18-27 $40.00 $19.90 

ADULT               
28+ $49.90 $39.90 

SENIOR            
65+ $45.90 $35.90 

COUPLE                
Two Adults  $89.90  $71.90 

FAMILY I                
One Adult + Kids under 

21 

$96.90 $77.90 

FAMILY II                
Two Adults + Kids under 

21 

108.90 $88.90 

CONTACT US  602-688-5335                                     
Matt Grenagle Associate Executive Direc-
tor: Matt.Grenagle@vosymca.org 

Dustin Elder Membership Experience & 
Healthy Living Director: 
Dustin.elder@vosymca.org  

Bea Martinez Childcare Director:                                     
Beatrice.Martinez@vosymca.org  

Esther McCowan Early learning Director:                                     
Esther.mccowan@vosymca.org  

Ammanda Pottle Community Outreach Di-
rector Ammanda.Pottle@vosymca.org 

Amber Johanning Teen Director:                                     
Amber.Johanning@vosymca.org   

As a non-profit, we are able to offer 
financial assistance to families who 
qualify.  

NORTHWEST VALLEY FAMILY YMCA                                                     
12450 W Cinnabar Ave 

El Mirage, AZ 85335 
602-688-5335 


